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Project Overview

A. Area of Concern
According to Singapore’s Ministry of Manpower, 47% of migrant workers residing in

dormitories have contracted COVID-19. At the peak of the outbreak in April 2020,

there were more than 1000 dormitory cases daily. The spike in cases has

cascaded xenophobic sentiments amongst locals who disparaged migrant workers

for supposed poor hygiene habits, culminating in the explosion of COVID-19 cases.

Project Integrate 6.0 has thus gravitated towards rebuilding strained relationships
between locals and migrant workers by raising awareness, removing
stigmatisation and initiating interaction.



B. Challenges Identified
COVID-19 has disproportionately affected migrant workers, leading to:

● The threatening of previous integration efforts;

● Xenophobia expressed through blaming of lockdowns on migrant workers

● Deterioration of the relationship between both communities, leading to a gap

wider than ever before

These have further burdened the migrant workers along with present difficulties e.g.

living conditions and health issues, compromising on their mental health.

Being confined to their quarters, opportunities for locals to interact organically with

migrant workers have been significantly reduced. This has:

● Exacerbated the alienation of migrant workers;

● Sowed seeds of mistrust amongst the workers;

● And diminished access to material needs, entertainment activities that alleviate

stress.

C. Underlying Problem
Given that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a catalyst for augmenting prejudice

against migrant workers, further divorcing both parties from one another and leading

to the perpetuation of negative stereotypes and xenophobic sentiments, how might

we then assuage the frayed relationships between Singaporeans and migrant

workers so as to heal the wounds, ensuring that the integration process is not

derailed?

D. Accomplishments
When the reins of the project were handed over to us, we first opted for face-to-face

events to facilitate tangible engagement with migrant workers and hence rebuild the

frayed relationships between locals and the migrant worker community. Thus, we

organised a myriad of them in dormitories, including:

● Tree Planting sessions;

● Interaction Sessions;



● Multiple Donation Drives (Including CNY goodies, Technological accessories and

textbooks);

● Volunteering sessions at Krsna’s Free Meals.



These initiatives involved students, the public and migrant workers, impacting

hundreds en masse: we successfully established greater connections between the

public and the thousands of migrant workers across various dormitories, dispelling

prejudice in the hearts of numerous individuals and restrengthening the relationship

between both parties.

When May arrived, we alternated towards heightening our social media presence in

expectation of tightened COVID-19 restrictions. We organised online events which

spotlighted migrant workers’ needs and stimulated discussion around the role we

play in narrowing the chasm between Singaporeans and migrant workers. The

Integrate Webinar and the UAE-NUS Youth Leadership Conference which were

well-received enabled us to promote our cause despite limited physical interaction.

Additionally, we quelled falsehoods regarding migrant workers through dedicated



Quick Facts posts viewed by thousands of individuals, as well as our National Day

Appreciation Video which was screened to over 1,600 students and hundreds of staff

members. These provided a clearer perspective on migrant workers.



As the pandemic improves, our physical initiatives are materialising once more, such

as cooking sessions, movie screening and sports sessions. To remain ahead of

future lockdowns, we will also introduce an arsenal of online campaigns such as our

very own Integrate Documentary, reinforcing the integration efforts that we have

undertaken thus far.

E. Resolution of Underlying Problem
Overall, our initiatives have effectively addressed our Underlying Problem as we

acted as a conduit for amassing Singaporeans to display solidarity with migrant

workers during COVID-19 by fervently hoisting locals to give back to our foreign

brethren. We have better informed the public about the migrant workers’ difficulties,

educated thousands on ways to contribute, and inspired many to partake in our

integration efforts to repair burnt bridges due to COVID-19. Our initiatives have also

impacted over 10000 migrant workers in various dormitories, dispelling their fears

and letting them know that they are not left behind.

Hence, we have incontrovertibly mended the ugly scars magnified by the pandemic,

reforging new and enduring bonds between our societies.







F. Reflections



Members

Tok Jun Yi Alaric Leading the project, I am now more

aware of the plight our migrant brothers

face and the methods we as a community

can undertake to help alleviate their

worries. I have become more

compassionate through this and will

continue to fight for this valuable cause.

Teo Jin Yuan As the Secretary, I have gained a better

understanding of the various difficulties

our workers face through liaising with

various stakeholders. I am thankful for

this experience and stay committed to

contribute towards ameliorating our

relationship with the migrant workers.

Juay Ding Hong As the Events I/C, the project has given

me memorable experiences and

interactions with migrant workers and

various stakeholders involved with the

community that allowed me to understand

the complexity behind what they face,

appreciate the richness behind each

individual’s stories, and inspired me to

continue efforts that make a difference to

our society.

Wu Sichen Daniel As the Publicity I/C, I have gained

experience curating appealing social

media posts. Providing a new perspective



on the migrant workers to the public has

also been pivotal to my personal growth,

as I have learnt much more about dire

circumstances they face hence spurring

me to be more empathetic. Partaking and

contributing to this honourable cause is

something I am thankful for.

Lim Kai Fong Aloysius Being the Logistics I/C, my perspectives

on the migrant workers have changed. I

have felt their sincerity to integrate

despite commonly being seen as

stubborn ghettos of society.  Overall, I

have come to highly regard our migrant

brothers for their diligence and

perseverance.

Group

Witnessing the smiles of both locals and migrants when they work together as one

through our initiatives is an affirmation that our efforts have warmed the hearts of

many. Through hosting events and refining them through reflections with our

volunteers and feedback from our migrant brothers, we have allowed ourselves and

countless more to broaden their perspectives about migrant workers by seeing them

in a new light, while displaying compassion and empathy towards them.

We now understand how imperative this invaluable cause is, and are glad that we

have not only ensured that past efforts are not for nought, but paved the way to a

more cohesive and inclusive society through our own integration efforts. We have all

been inspired and will continue doing our best to integrate our migrant brothers.
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