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ABSTRACT
In Hwa Chong Institution, lower secondary students are introduced to the skill of literary

analysis through literature books such as “Lord of the Rings” and “Julius Caesar”. In

order to unravel the deeper meanings and themes chained up within the book, literary

analysis acts as the golden key. Literary analysis comprises many aspects, and the

most fundamental one is literary devices. Thus, we have designed a resource package

to aid students in mastering the subject by incorporating a website. It provides access to

accurate, sufficient information for students to understand each literary device. They

can then embark on attempting quizzes and assessments to apply the knowledge into

practice questions for enriched learning. Moreover, we created our own video to explain

each literary device for more visual learners. Through our resources, we seek to help

students build a solid foundation for literary analysis, and encourage them to go above

and beyond what is taught in the classroom.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1  Rationale
“Lord of the Rings” and “Julius Caesar”, the two books that Sec 1s and Sec 2s are

currently studying respectively, are jam-packed with literary devices and figurative

language, providing more layers and deeper meanings uncovered through literary

analysis. With literary analysis taking up a pivotal role in breaking down details in

literature texts, it might seem daunting to those who are new to it or some might still be

struggling with the different literary devices necessary to unpack the plot, themes, and

characters. Throughout the years, students have struggled to master literary analysis

and with it being a huge part of their journey in Hwa Chong, it is crucial that they are

able to successfully grasp the skill and ultimately apply it to both literature texts and real

life situations.

The Singapore government has also shifted more focus onto Singapore literature, with

connections around the world providing endless opportunities for Singaporean literature

writers, of all four official languages, to travel overseas and partake in international
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literature competitions, such as with the National Centre for Writing (UK) to offer

fully-paid residency awards for literary writers and literary translators through “Writers'

and Translators Residency Programmes At The National Centre for Writing (UK)”

programme, giving rise to an opportunity of a lifetime. Our local scene has not been

neglected either, with the National Arts Council hosting events such as “Read Our

World: SingLit Book Gift for Schools 2020” in order to cultivate love for literary works by

local writers through school outreach initiatives.

Designing a resource package to help students understand literature works would

encourage them to explore more beautifully crafted literary texts, stretch their thinking

and analytical skills, as well as allow them to gain a deeper understanding of word play,

texts, and real life scenarios through the eyes of literary analysis.

1.2  Objectives
The objectives of Not Left To Own Devices were to

● Create a fun, original and interactive resource package on literary devices that

students can use and simultaneously assist teachers in developing the skill of

literary analysis in students

● Equip lower secondary students with crucial skills and necessary knowledge in

order to help them excel in literary analysis

1.3  Target Audience
The target audience was lower secondary students in Hwa Chong Institution.

1.4  Resources
The main resources we created for this project were:

1) Website

2) Quizzes and assessments

3) Notes

4) Video
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2  REVIEW
Current online resources are mostly based on countries such as the United Kingdom or

United States of America, with very few local resources pertaining to the A- or O-level

syllabus of English Literature. When students want to clarify their understanding, they

search for resources on literary devices online and visit resources from other countries.

Such resources may provide differing information to what students learnt in school,

causing unnecessary confusion. They are either extremely lengthy, overloading

students with information that makes the resource too complicated and difficult to

digest, or too simple, lacking in detail and depth, making students’ literary analysis very

superficial, defeating the purpose of doing literary analysis in the first place. Moreover,

the websites have a plain design and lack eye-catching factors which would help to

better retain readers’ attention. These factors would ultimately leave students more

confused about literary analysis than they were before reading such resources. Thus,

there is a need for a resource package that will aid students in understanding and

applying the skills of literary analysis through the use of literary devices.

3 METHODOLOGY

3.1 Needs Analysis
A survey was conducted to find how students were coping with the skill of literary

analysis as well as their understanding and application of literary devices in school

when they were first introduced to it.

4



Of 20 students from lower secondary students polled in the survey, 65% of the

respondents expressed that they do have an understanding of literary devices, yet 70%

of them unable to identify the various literary devices with 85% are unable to link literary

devices with the texts. 55% expressed their worry of lagging behind their classmates

with 85% finding it challenging to craft a good literary analysis response and find

evidence to support their responses. 80% of them added that a resource package on

literary devices will definitely help them do better in literary analysis as well as better

understand and apply literary devices.
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In conclusion, our literary review revealed that other sources were insufficient for

students to master literary devices and literary analysis, hence there is a need for a

resource package to better allow students to understand and work on their literary

analysis through literary devices.
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3.2 Development of Resources
We created a variety of resources which we believed would prove to be useful.

a) Website

We created a website with many interactive and engaging elements to house all our

information and resources.

b) Quizzes and Tests
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We designed simple quizzes for each literary device.

We also created tests which included all the literary devices in our website.
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c) Video
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d) Notes

3.3 Pilot Test
We sent an online survey with all our resources in the description to 32 lower secondary

students and asked for their responses.
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The majority believed that the resources helped them understand literary devices better,

identify literary devices in text and were useful.
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Many respondents stated that we lacked in the elements of creativity and interactivity.

They suggested that we redesign our website as the information was very clustered and

unorganised. We also needed a feature for interaction. We took this into consideration

and changed the website at a later time.
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4 OUTCOME AND DISCUSSION
The resources we designed were liked by the lower secondary students, with many

giving us good reviews, expressing that our resource package had helped them to

better understand, identify, and use literary devices, which subsequently helped with

their literary analysis. Nevertheless, improvements and some minor adjustments to the

resources were needed. We reworked the website and changed the design and layout

of the whole website, removing the chunks of information on one singular page and

presenting each literary device on their own unique page. In each page, we also added

videos to further explain each literary device and how to identify them before ending it

off with a quiz for students to consolidate their learning. This would help to round off

each page with a fun and interactive way of learning. We also decided to push out notes

that are in line with all the information we presented on our website, with examples

accompanying each one. Overall, this improved the user experience in our resource

package, helping students to inch towards mastering literary devices and ultimately,

literary analysis.

The website was changed from a page containing all the information and requiring a lot

of scrolling to having a home page for easy access for each literary devices’ page,

making it more user-friendly. We also added a page where they could ask questions and

give feedback.
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Before:
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After:
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Feedback Section on Website:
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5 CONCLUSION
Not Left To Own Devices was a labour-intensive project which involved rigorous

analysis of different online literature and collation of information from various sources

that had to be in line with our syllabus. Only then could we start designing a resource

package that would help students with literary devices and literary analysis as a whole.

We had to adapt and be more creative and interactive in our resources in order to

convey our message better through our various resources. In the end, we were able to

design a resource package that benefitted the lower secondary students and was able
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to achieve our aim for this project.

As a group, we felt that this project was tough to complete especially because we all are

from different CCAs and have varying schedules which made it extremely difficult to find

a common timing where we all could work on the project simultaneously. Despite this,

we managed to pull through by making do with the time we had and providing critical

feedback for each other to improve our work, making the time spent on the project more

productive and constructive.
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