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Abstract:
Project Ferox aims to raise greater awareness about the reasons why wild animals attack
humans and how to prevent it and educate the public on what to do in situations involving wild
animals.

Rationale:
In recent years, there are issues of wild animals attacking people in Singapore. As such,
animals are being culled. As a group, we feel that culling is not a suitable way to solve this
problem. In this project, we hope to tackle the problem in its roots, which are in line with our
goals.

Research:
Reports of Animals causing trouble in 2014 and 2017:

❖ Rise in the number of cases from 2014 to 2017
❖ Most coming from monkeys and snakes

Reasons for human-animal encounters:
1. Unsustainable wildlife population growth
Wildlife population size increases as animals breed in response to abundance of food. However,
this population growth is unsustainable because the habitat area remains the same.
Consequently, the increased competition within and among the different animal species may
force some animals to venture out of their natural habitat and into human-occupied areas,
where they would not survive.
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2. A change in wild animals’ natural behaviour
For example, wild boars are shy animals that inhabit dense forests. Feeding of wild boars may
encourage them to venture out of their natural habitats, putting them in close proximity to
humans.
3. Feeding of wild animals
Animals exhibiting increased aggressiveness towards humans in order to obtain food, as the
animals associate humans with sources of food. Changing animal activity levels. Animals may
become more active during hours when feeding occurs. Animals moving to new habitats,
including urban areas, which may hinder human activity and endanger the animals.

Why is this a problem?
Stray and wild animals are usually not vaccinated, which may lead to the transmission of rabies
and other life-threatening diseases to other animal populations or even humans.Wild animals
may attack humans as we usually try to feed them and if they are not satisfied they may turn
aggressive.They may also cross into other habitats and become an invasive species towards
the ecosystem. Below is an infographic on the reports of animals from 2014 to 2017. Solutions
to limiting human-animal interactions for safety reasons are culling to minimise animal
populations. For example, 80 wild boars were culled in 2014 to improve public safety and to
reduce the animals' damage to the vegetation.

Case Studies:

A case of a python injuring a woman in Sembawang
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Monkeys and even boars injuring people

A wild boar was ravaging through Punggol and had injured two people. It was then captured and
humanely euthanized.
❖ Through these case studies, we can see that wild animals interacting and sometimes
injuring people are not uncommon. These instances prove that one should know how to
react and not get injured when coming face to face with a wild animal. Our project can
serve as the platform to help educate these people so that they can avoid such
situations.

Comparing to other websites:
❖ Below is an image of a website published by nParks, a wildlife organisation. To get to the
desired information, there are a lot of steps needed to get to it, and users may find it
hard to navigate. It is also hard to navigate and the public is not very aware of all these.
What we hope to do is create a more accessible and condensed website that provides
useful information.
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Needs analysis:

Many people believe that wild animals are being treated fairly well. They are indeed not wrong,
most of the stray and wild animals in Singapore are quite well taken care of by the different
organizations in Singapore. However, this does not apply to all. Many people are still unaware of
the mistreatment of several wild animals in Singapore.
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Most people know how to correctly deal with situations when they see a wild animal within their
area, which is to immediately call any organisation to deal with wild animals. However, some of
them do not know how to properly handle them. Like when we see a wild boar on the road,
which is prevalent in Singapore.

Most of the people do not have the chance to encounter certain wildlife resources, like websites,
infographics or social media accounts based on wildlife.Those who have encountered these
websites may be due to advertisements that have certain information about these wild animals.
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There are many organizations that support wildlife conservation like SPCA, SOSD and many
others. They often have certain fundraising activities across the country and others, like
open-houses or virtual conferences about these animals. But clearly, not many people have the
chance to interact with these organizations.

Based on the graph, there are many people who are willing to revisit resources based on
wildlife. We can see that most of the people are supporting the awareness of the animals, and
hence, together with our resources, this indicates that there is much support for our project, and
will therefore, garner people’s agreement and achieve success to raise awareness for wildlife.
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Objectives:
1. Raise awareness on the reasons why wild animals attack humans and how to prevent it
2. Educate the public on what to do in situations involving wild animals

Target audience:
1. Students
2. General Public

Our Resources:
-Acres
We have partnered with Acres, a government wildlife organisation, which aims to help the wild
animals in Singapore. We will work with them to gain reliable information and use it in our
project, as well as help them gain awareness and attract more people to work with them. We will
do these via interviews and talks. Overall, both parties will obtain the objective of creating more
awareness for wild animals. Originally, we had planned for a visit to their rescue centre to get
information on wild animals in person, as well as to have an interview with the rescue officers
there. However, due to the Covid-19 situation, we were unable to visit the rescue centre, and
instead had a virtual interview with the wildlife officers. Our talks were also held online with the
general public, with Acres helping us attract people to attend.
Here is a photo we took in an interview with ACRES:

We uploaded this on our Instagram page. As the interview was quite long, we split the interview
into different sections and posted it separately.
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-Website
Our website is a consolidation of all our resources, offering detailed information, infographics
as well as an in depth look at our collaboration with Acres. The information in the website will
contain detailed information about the wild animals in SIngapore as well as the steps to follow
when encountering them. The links to our instagram page as well as the website of the
organisation we are partnering with. For our website, we have also included posters, interviews
with the wildlife officers, and as well some videos that we have created.
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https://ganeujin1.wixsite.com/project-ferox
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-Instagram page
Our Instagram page is more catered towards the students, providing interactive quizzes, fun
facts and e-pamphlets, delivering brief and concise information. Our Instagram page serves as
a platform to deliver bite-sized information on wild animals, and to reach out to our target
audience. It enables us to convey announcements like the details of our talks etc.

Examples of our poster:
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Our Instagram page:
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-Talk with the public
In partnership with ACRES, we held a talk online through ZOOM. The topic of the talk was “The
Dos and Don’ts when encountering a wild animal”. We managed to learn more about
Singapore’s wildlife and even had a chance to do a virtual tour of the ACRES facilities. Through
this talk, we hoped that the public can be more aware of the actions to take when they see a
wild animal. In addition, the talk also acted as a fundraiser for ACRES to accept donations.
Overall, it was a win-win situation as our project got more exposure to the general public and
ACRES could get the funding they needed to continue with their operations.
Here are photos from the talk:
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Pilot Test:
Our pilot test consists of two parts. Due to the Covid restrictions, we were not able to carry out
face-to-face activities and everything had to be done through online platforms. Hence, our pilot
tests actually consist of a kahoot to test the understanding of people’s knowledge as well as a
google form.
This are pictures from our kahoot:
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In conclusion, our kahoot was part of our pilot test to see whether our resources, such as our
instagram, website and collaboration with Acres, was effective in teaching our target audience
more about Singapore’s wildlife. Based on our kahoot, we have come to a conclusion that our
target audience actually managed to gain much knowledge about the wildlife and have new
information about them.
These are feedback for our website:
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In conclusion, our website has a layout which many people like, and find easy to navigate. Many
also think that the website was informative and managed to help them learn more about
encounters with wild animals. Some additional information we could provide in the future could
be on domestic animals or an in-depth look into the life of wild animals.
These are feedback for our Instagram page and collaboration with Acres:
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In conclusion, our posts were able to provide bite-sized information which spread awareness
for the wild animals. Our information was partially received from Acres, hence providing a
source of reliability, which most found useful. One thing we can improve on is the interactivity
aspect, which was unfortunately downplayed this year due to Covid-19.

https://forms.gle/vizS92sG7GKJxumW9
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Outcome:
Wrapping up our project, we believe that it has been a successful journey, with an
amazing outcome. Due to the pandemic, we had limited pilot testing, but still received
excellent feedback.
Overall, we believe that our project has well achieved its objectives, successfully being
able to educate some members of the general public on the types of wild animals in
SIngapore and what to do when encountering them.
Even though some may argue that our project has a small outreach and was ineffective,
we were planning to visit the center and have more interaction with the animals and the
wildlife rescue officers there, learning more about the lifestyle they have. However this
was not possible due to the covid situation which limited our interaction with others
outside of school.
Should we continue to work on this project, and without the restrictions from the
pandemic, we believe that executing our initial ideas would enable greater outreach of
our project, and hence further accomplish our objectives.

Conclusion:
Over the course of the project work year, we have come to realise while the journey
sure was a rocky one, it was indeed very fruitful.
Amidst the Covid-19 pandemic, many restrictions further amplified any challenges we
faced in our project.
From not being able to meet each other face to face, to unable to have any interaction
with animals in the wildlife center, there were many changes the pandemic brought
about, hence we could not conduct our project as per normal. However, this also gave
rise to our determination and our dedication to the project. We have grown to realise
that adaptability is key in undertaking a difficult project.
Sure, there were setbacks, but we managed to make solutions for our current situation
(such as by using video conferencing), and proceeded from there. This has also
inculcated a growth mindset in us. Instead of seeing a setback as a failure, it is, rather, a
sign for change, where we question ourselves whether there are better solutions to the
issue posed.
All in all, we never gave up in the face of adversity, and learned how to improvise, adapt
and overcome predicaments.
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