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ABSTRACT
Cold War Crisis project is a learning package which is an interactive website that
enables upper secondary students in Singapore who take history as their humanities
subject to have additional resources so that they can excel in and concurrently
enrich their knowledge and reinforce their exam skills on the history of the Cold War.
The website contains exam-style questions for students to practice and detailed case
studies of events that occurred during the Cold War. Through the fun and interactive
website, students will be allowed to learn the history of the Cold War and access
various resources that will help them revise their exam skills.
1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Rationale
● Upper Secondary history students in Singapore may need additional
resources to prepare themselves better for the examinations.
● Teachers may need supplementary resources to give to their students
when it comes to teaching the Cold War.
● Students may not be able to cite relevant examples and case studies in
their answer during their History examinations. They can lose marks as a
result of this.

1.2

Objectives
The objectives of the Cold War Crisis are to:
● supplement upper secondary students taking History as a subject in their
curriculum in Singapore with enough resources on the Cold War such that
they will be ready and well-prepared for their History examinations.
● supplement teachers with more resources to give to their students when it
comes to teaching the Cold War.
● allow students to reinforce their history skills with exam-style questions
and case studies about the Cold War.
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1.3

Target Audience
● Our target audience are Upper Secondary school students taking O Level
History and IP track students who study the history of the Cold War as well
as teachers teaching the Cold War topic.
● Students who want to practise history skills or enjoy history, specifically the
history of the Cold War.

1.4

Proposed Resources
● The website focuses on the history of the Cold War and skills needed to
answer exam questions.
● There are four main components on the website.
● The first page contains case studies during the Cold War, the second page
contains History skills, the third page contains quizzes to test the
understanding of students and the last page contains references.

One of the case studies
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One of the history skills (simple inference)

One of the quizzes
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Part of our references

2.0

REVIEW
● A study done by the University of Huddersfield in the United Kingdom
(Alshahrani, Ahmed & Ward, 2017, pg 96) regarding the effects of online
resources on a student’s academic performance.
● 86% of the students in the UK feel that their referent relationship with their
teachers had been impacted positively due to their use of the internet as a
source of information.
● 90% of students had more academic self-confidence when studying using
online resources and went on to obtain better results than they previously did.
● Therefore, online resources such as my group’s proposal of an online
research package regarding the History of the Cold War will benefit students
and teachers greatly.
● Further research (T-C.Lin, 2016, pg 34) found out that quizzes are one of the
most effective methods used by many instructors to improve both their
teaching and students’ learning.
● Due to regularly scheduled exams, many students study very little until right
before an exam.This behaviour seems to indicate their belief that they can
simply absorb a lot of information without really understanding it. Quizzes
force students to attend class and study more frequently prior to an exam.
● Thus, quizzes such as those that my group has included in out online
research package will improve the learning of students.
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● Analysis of GCE Study Buddy Revision O-Level Resource Package – Cold
War.
● The resource package website had a summary of various events of the Cold
War as well as the structures on how to answer different types of questions in
the History examinations.
● There were no detailed case studies of events of the Cold War.
● There were no practice questions and sample answers in the Resource
Package.
● Therefore, students cannot revise well by using this Resource Package.

3.0

METHODOLOGY

3.1

Needs Analysis
A needs analysis was carried out to ascertain whether our learning resource
will be suitable for usage by our target audience. Firstly, we conducted a
survey using questionnaires, where 103 respondents aged between 14 and
16 who are currently taking or have taken History as a subject were surveyed.
78% of the respondents were interested to learn about the Cold War beyond
the textbook and more than 80% of them prefered to learn through an
interactive website. Secondly, a discussion with our History teacher confirmed
that as Home-Based Learning is prevalent for teaching during this pandemic
period, teachers will be able to use this platform to provide additional learning
resources. This result confirmed our learning resource will be able to benefit
our target audience.

3.2

Survey Results
A survey was conducted with the following objectives:
● Are students keen to have a learning package on Cold War history?
● How do students want the information to be presented to them on the
website?
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103 respondents took part in the survey. All respondents were between 15 to
17 years old and studied the Cold War as part of their History curriculum.
Below are the survey results:
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Feedback from the survey
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3.3

Development of Resources

Through research, we have found out that the Cold War was not confined to Europe
but extends to the rest of the world, such as Asia. We thus seek out to find resources
for the Cold War in Europe and beyond it. For the sources, most of it came from
other schools’ practice papers, with their permission granted to include the sources.
Pictures were taken online with references attached. All information comes from
various textbooks and online resources. All sources and information have been
thoroughly looked through by our own mentor who is also a History teacher.
3.5

Pilot Run / Result

Due to the pandemic, the pilot test of our learning resources cannot be carried out.
We have tried running pilot tests online but faced many technical difficulties as the
website lagged when too many people were accessing it.

4.0

OUTCOME & DISCUSSION

Although we have troubles doing the project due to the separation caused by the
Covid-19 Pandemic, we managed to meet up once it was possible and swiftly
accomplished all the overdue tasks. We have planned for more, like a mobile suited
version and an interactive game design or crossword puzzles for the greater
entertainment to our target audience. However, due to time constraint, we had to
modify the plan to having a short quiz instead. We made it up by improving our
design to make it easier for our audience to operate. There was also insufficient
discussion and lack of communication within the group which resulted in a lot of
mistakes being made when creating the website. We were also limited in the fact
that we could not analyse more policies implemented by the United States and the
Soviet Union during the Cold War, such as the Marshall Plan and glasnost. Thus, we
suggest starting the creation of the website earlier and having more meetings with
each other. We also suggest including more case studies outside of Europe as our
website did not have as many case studies outside Europe. Lastly, we also suggest
including a component analysing policies implemented by the two superpowers
during the Cold War.
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5.0

CONCLUSION

The Cold War Crisis is a challenging project, made worse by the COVID-19
Pandemic that resulted in certain deadlines that we were unable to meet. One of the
biggest challenges we had was finding a time to meet, as one of our groupmates is
from a different class and the staggering of recess, lunch and dismissal times made
it difficult to find a time to meet in school. From this project, we were able to develop
our communication and website designing skills, while learning more about the Cold
War and answering techniques for History source-based questions. Resilience and
efficiency were the final elements that allowed us to finish this project on time.
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