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ABSTRACT
Most students in Hwa Chong cannot fully grasp what socio-economic diversity is in
Singapore despite the fact that they have read about Singapore is stratified based on a
person’s socio-economic status, race, ethnicity, nationality or religion; as seen in their
social studies textbook. Social different presented on a paper cannot clearly reflect, nor
help develop empathy towards individuals socio-economic disadvantages. They cannot
understand how and what it feels like to be underprivileged as a majority of students in
Hwa Chong are considered to be privileged. Hence, It is imperative that they learn about
the people who are from a low socio-economic by seeing and exploring, gaining valuable
insights through first-hand experience, which would leave a lasting impression of the
socio-economic diversity in Singapore on them, instead of merely learning within the
boundaries of their classroom.

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Objective
The project, “Walking on a different path” aims:
● To broaden the students’ horizons by showing them the physical demographics
that reflects the different socio-economic class in Singapore.
● To build a sense of empathy and understanding for the lower-income group in
Singapore.

1.2 Target audience
Secondary 3 social studies teachers and secondary three students in Hwa Chong

1.3 Resources
● Worksheets and lesson package which is delivered through a field trip.
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2. REVIEW
Currently the Secondary 3 Social Studies syllabus has no experiential learning package
on understanding socio-economic diversity in Singapore. Thus this project is unique and
value-adds to the student’s understanding of the different socio-economic status in
Singapore.
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3. METHODOLOGY
3.1 Needs analysis

As we can see, the percentage of students who considered themselves to be privileged
is high and this implies that they have not experienced what it is like to be underprivileged.
These surveys show that majority of students find the field trip effective. This means that
they have gained valuable insights by going for the field trip, showing their horizon is now
broadened as compared to before, which further proves the point that a majority of
students do not fully understand what low socio-economic status was initially. According
to an article on the Straits Times titled “Who is your friend, bursting social-class bubbles”,
stated that Sinead Tan, a girl from an elite-school, could only truly understand the social
divide in Singapore after enrolling into a fashion school after JC. Sinead represents the
many students in elite schools, one of which is Hwa Chong, where a majority of students
are considered to be privileged and have failed to discover social diversity in terms of
socio-economic classes. Understanding the socio-economic divide is of paramount
importance and students should gain insights and first-hand experience of what it is like
to be underprivileged so that Hwa Chong students, the future leaders of Singapore, can
make Singapore a better place for those who may not be as privileged.
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3.2 Research
Delivering our lesson package by allowing students to explore freely, would allow them
to learn in a more flexible manner, and allows them to truly understand what they have
been studying from their social studies textbook. Students can learn through a meaningful
and engaging field trip which drives them to perpetually think about what they have
observed and discovered. Students will experience a more holistic, cohesive picture of
the information that the classroom only shows in a textual and abstract way. One example
is James Cook University. The university organised a 10-day trip to Phuket for a module
whereby at the end of the trip, students need to write a report on the trip that has a higher
weightage than exams and the reason for doing so is to allow the students to have a
deeper appreciation for the subject matter, and better contextualise their knowledge and
experience in the real world.

3.3 First pilot test
A first set of worksheet was adapted and modified by us and printed out for students who
attended the “Can you see the Invisible” sabbatical in term two. The modification of the
original worksheet was based on teachers’ feedback and also to better cater to the needs
of the students. The teachers’ found their original worksheet too wordy and did not put
guiding questions or elaboration as it was verbally communicated. However, the students
would appreciate guiding points to be found in each category as a constant reminder of
the task they were assigned to do.

Each student was provided with two identical worksheets and was brought to two
locations, Tanglin Halt and Holland Village. They were brought there to compare and
contrast the two locations and see the stark difference in socio-economic classes.
Demographics, housing, amenities and the pricing of the food of the two locations were
to be reflected in their worksheets as the explored the two locations. One worksheet was
provided for each location.
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Sample of the first worksheet during the first trial run:

6

Sample completed worksheet during the first trial run:

Done by Ng Rei Shuen, 4O1

Done by Teo Zer Wei Reuben, 4P1
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3.4 Feedback given during the first pilot test
After our first pilot test, we gathered feedback from the teachers and participants. We
then improved the worksheet based on the feedback provided during the sabbatical.
Students’ feedback:

Teachers’ feedback:
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3.5 Second pilot test
The worksheet was then modified according to the teachers’ and students’ feedback, as
shown above before the second trial run. The second trial run was conducted 19 July on
a Friday during SPACE period with class 3O1. Before, the trial run was conducted, the
students were briefed on what to take note of and what to take down in their worksheets.
They were also required to write down their assumptions prior to the field trip.

Sample worksheet for second pilot test:
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Sample completed worksheet:
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3.6 Feedback given during the second pilot test

3.7 Learning points
The students have also penned down their thoughts after the field trip. They were shocked
when they realised the large divide amongst Tanglin Halt and its surroundings. Just a 5
minute walk away from Tanglin Halt’s one room flats were new and large condominiums
and NUS which has amazing facilities, indicating an exorbitant amount of wealth. This
made the students sympathise and empathise with the people in Tanglin Halt, who are
mainly of lower classes, surrounded by wealthy people. This made the students realise
that the people in Tanglin Halt are having a sour outlook on life, making life much more
depressing as the people in Tanglin Halt are constantly reminded by their poverty.
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4. Outcome and Discussion
The feedback that we received from the students after the pilot tests were generally
positive, and many of them agreed that they were more aware of the socio-economic
divide in Singapore after the field trip. However, many of them suggested that more time
should be given for more in-depth exploration. As the field trip was conducted in the short
2-hour SPACE period on a Friday morning, they only had sufficient time to explore one
area before having to head back to school, thus making it difficult for them to do a
comparison. Another common suggestion was that a map of the area should be provided
to them before going on the field trip, such that they could navigate the area better. As for
the worksheet, a student suggested that we bring it online as he found that it was
troublesome to stop every few steps to take down their observations. We also got
feedback that we should include more questions of greater variety, instead of only
assumptions and reality.

5. Conclusions
We learnt how to properly manage our time and communicate our ideas more effectively
amongst ourselves. We also learnt how different areas in Singapore can have such a
stark contrast in terms of socio-economic classes despite their proximity. Although
Singapore is widely viewed as a very prosperous and affluent country, certain areas in
Singapore have been overlooked and it is imperative for us to learn about these areas so
that we can better understand what socio-economic diversity is like in Singapore. There
are three classes of Hwa Chong students: those who see, those who see when they are
shown, those who do not see. Hence, our aim is to guide ourselves as well as others to
walk on a different path and observe how life is like being in a lower socio-economic class
which tends to be overlooked by students.
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