Background
(5-02) PROJECT WORK 2018, HWA CHONG
INSTITUTION

Ai Zi Qi

2P201

Ee Zed

2P204

Voon Suin

2P231

Ian Yeo

2P233

PROJECT BACKGROUND

INTRODUCTION
This report provides details for the entire journey of Project Background,
setbacks, learning outcomes and areas of improvement.
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OUR PROJECT
We have created 4 pieces of background music around the themes of
background and space.

Themes
Background
● Shapes perspective
● Very subtle
● Peaceful and utilizes silence
● K-391’s “Solstice”
● E.g. YouTube’s default
background music (left)
Space
● Allows listener to think
● Leaves space for main content

SIGNIFICANCE AND RATIONALE
We wanted to create works of art that help bring out the day to day feelings,
emotions and events that happened. We finally decided on the themes of
background and space. There are multiple reasons for this. First, it is based on
our day to day experiences and emotions. Secondly, according to research
performed [annex], many people feel emptiness, loneliness, nostalgia or simply
just want clarity in their life (Annex D). Lastly, the rationale for release to the
public domain is because of fieldwork results, where we found that there is
strong demand for credit-free music (Annex A).
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CREATIONS
cloud9
cloud9 is a cheerful and
playful piece attempting
to invoke a state of calm,
relaxation. It features
pianos as the main
instrument, along with a
violin part. cloud9 is a
cheerful piece, drawing a
picture of a cheerful sea,
particularly dolphins and
colorful fish.

The Final Voyage
This draws a picture of a
ship departing, creating a
sense of sadness, a sailor
probably running through
the memories he had on
all his previous voyages.
Strong emotions like
sadness and a longing to
go back to the past. This is
a nostalgic piece which
mainly uses strings.
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Canon in D [Remix]
This is a variation of
Pachelbel’s Canon in D, but
with variation in some parts
of the melody and some
parts with enhanced chords,
enhancing the background
effect and also breathing
new life to this piece which
was composed in the late
1680s. There is also not just
one but two transpositions in this remix, bringing out more vibrancy.

Night River
This is an original piece that
is composed for the piano.
The music has a nostalgic
feel to it but at the same
time not distracting. The
melody is usually single
notes to make it light
however there are parts
where harmonic tension rises
with the selected use of
octave notes to give the
piece a brighter feel to it and
not just monotonous. Like
the remix of Canon in D, Night River also has a transposition to it. This gives
the music a touch of harmonic tension that makes it feel more exciting.
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LITERATURE REVIEW /
ARTIST REFERENCES
Flight, by Alplexle [Annex C]
A nostalgic piece for piano, that brings the idea of liberation, newfound
abilities and looking back to origins.

Solstice by K-391 / IIIIXI
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His piece “Solstice” employs simple harmony, helping to bring out the sense
of simplicity and peace, fitting the theme of background and space.

This Moment by Bela Nemeth

This is a peaceful piece, using minimal
accompaniment, mostly melody. When
there is a left hand, chords are only used
to maintain the peace. There is also a
calming effect due to the slow tempo,
and the many pauses.
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Timeline
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PROCESS
For all the pieces, everything started as an idea in the form of melodies and
then transferred to the software MuseScore for editing. Afterward, we
implemented the chords and then thought of ways to make the music
more interesting and unique. We sampled every instrument to select only
the best instruments used.
cloud9
We originally wanted a marimba piece, knowing that marimba sounds
playful and cheerful. However, it was too playful and did not suit our
theme. The piano was used instead. To slow down the music and instill a
sense of gracefulness, we decided to add a string section.
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The Final Voyage
We originally wanted a violin plus piano only piece, however, we found out
that other instruments also have suitable qualities and thus we tried it out.
It worked out well and the music had a vibrant yet nostalgic tone. The long
notes allow the piece to be subtle. We decided to add a synthesizer
section, which elevates the music towards the climax of the story. The
accompaniment also increases in intensity.
Night River
It was relatively straightforward for the ideation process as the melody
from ideation was relatively unchanged, apart from a few. However, the
main problem with it was that it was too monotonous. Thus, we decided to
transpose it a semitone up, to D♭ major from C major. This gave the music
a new feel.
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Canon in D [Remix]
We added in a new section of melody including some chord change in
that phrase. This is to set aside the remix and the original. Then, we
included 2 transpositions to keys like E major and F# major to give it a
brighter feel. There was not much change as we wanted it to have the
same feel from the original piece. However, after Mid-Term evaluation, we
received feedback from the judges that the piece did not feel original
enough thus we did some changes to make it feel more original and
unique. Despite the ideation process being easier as we have a base
chorus to work on. Nevertheless, it was still challenging to balance both
originality and modernization.
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REFLECTION
We had to combat various challenges like sound quality and originality.
When solving the problems, we learned organization skills, and how to
maximize our meeting time due to frequent clashes in our schedule. We
also gained resilience and managed to resolve all the problems within 4
weeks Some experiences gained through this project include a better
understand between synergy of chords and melody and how to smoothly
transfer from one key to another using various melodic lines. Moving
forward, we feel that this project has the potential to move ahead and
continuing providing quality music. In fact, our group plans to bring
forward this project to the following year. We’ve learnt the importance of
the accompaniment, and that it is not just to accompany the melody, but
also as if another melody, but much more subtle. However, it can still
influence the mood of the piece and the melody greatly.
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ANNEX A
This survey was done to ask for participant’s opinions on background
music.
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ANNEX B
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ANNEX C
Flight, by Alplexle, a Japanese
composer, is a nostalgic piano
piece that uses
repeated chord progression, and
there is a repeated
accompaniment pattern for
every section of the piece.
Dynamic variations are used
between the sections, as
each section has a mood of its
own, the B section sounding
very liberating and
free. As seen from the A B C B D
B format, it all comes back to the
same idea,
which makes its first appearance
in bar 19 of the piece. Although it
ends on this
section, there is a short
conclusion of 9 bars (bars 91-99)
that sounds similar to
the start (10-18), tying the entire piece together. There is a frequent use of 7th
chords, creating conflict.
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← Repeated left
hand

← Similar rhythm,
melody and
accompaniment.
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Annex D
Seeing that there was a
lack of music, we
decided to do it.
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